^g                       LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

I hate; if it had been in my power I would have wholly opposed
the policy of 1805. What will happen if another war is declared
between France and Austria, and Bavaria has to take part?'

Stadion was in a difficult position. Matters were not yet so
far advanced and he had to consider the King and Montgelas.
On the other hand, he was delighted at Ludwig's sentiments. So
he made no promises to Ludwig's emissaries but advised that the
Crown Prince should continue to influence his father in the
direction which he considered the only right one for the good of
the State. The Minister was well aware that as long as the present
conditions continued the heir to the throne was not his own
master.1 But he kept very careful watch. Soon it came to Stadion's
ears in Munich that, since the Russian plan had fallen through,
Ludwig had expressed a wish to marry an Austrian Princess, for
example the Emperor's daughter, Archduchess Marie Luise.
Stadion was even asked by someone in the close entourage of the
Prince whether there would be any risk of a refusal. 'No/ replied
Stadion, 'on the whole there need be no anxiety on that score/2
The Minister gave an excellent report on Ludwig. The character
of the Crown Prince has never shown the slightest sign of duplicity.
On the contrary, he is considered too candid. He has shown
himself consistent in his ideas and plans, even injudiciously so.
He can be counted on our side and it is now merely a question of
leading up to some incident which will offer him the excuse he
seeks. I would even venture to suggest a further consideration.
The Crown Prince did not speak for himself alone; he is, as it
were, the representative of all German princes who are merely
the subordinates, not the accomplices, of Napoleon. In a way
he personifies all the German peoples, especially the nobility by
whom the rest are influenced. All hate the French yoke, all expect
deliverance to come from Austria and are ready to act if only
whole-hearted measures are adopted whose efficiency will make
success certain and ensure that the sacrifice is not for a lost
cause/

^ These reflections of Stadion were true in principle, but the
time for action was not yet as ripe as the Minister believed himself
justified in assuming. The sense of the invincibility of the French
and, above all, fear of the military genius of the Conqueror were
still too great and unshaken. Had he not in this very December,
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